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ELECTORAL AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 2) 2008 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
MR T. BUSWELL (Vasse — Leader of the Opposition) [4.19 pm]: I am glad the Minister for Electoral 
Affairs was able to clear up that bit of government-generated confusion. 
Mr J.A. McGinty: I’m always happy to fix a problem. 
Mr T. BUSWELL: I have heard that about the Minister for Electoral Affairs—the great fixer. 

Mr J.A. McGinty: I’m always here to help. 

Mr T. BUSWELL: We move onto the last component of the electoral legislation, the Electoral Amendment Bill 
(No. 2) 2008. There are only a couple more comments I want to make. I reiterate to the minister that when it 
comes to the registration of people as general early voters, the opposition supports the minister’s contention that 
people who are moving overseas for an extended period of up to six years should be placed on that register so 
that they can be sent the general early voting postal ballots at the appropriate time during an election cycle. We 
do not, however, support the provision for prisoners to be placed on that register, and we will move an 
amendment to that effect. 

The second last part of the bill deals with candidates distributing how-to-vote cards on election day. It is a very 
contentious issue that has caused excitement the length and breadth of Western Australia on polling day! The 
opposition’s view is that giving out how-to-vote cards is such an enjoyable activity and is met with such glee and 
wonder by people who enter the polling booths to vote that we as members of Parliament should be able to 
participate as well. In fact, in many ways the section of the Electoral Act that prevents us from doing that has 
done members of Parliament a disservice, as I am sure it has done to you in Karratha, Mr Speaker. I will be 
visiting Karratha again in a couple of weeks to meet some of the mums in your electorate, Mr Speaker, whom 
the Minister for Health keeps letting down. I will be meeting six mothers whom I met last time I was there and 
four of whom have had children, or something along those lines. 

Mr P.B. Watson: Most mothers do! 

Mr T. BUSWELL: Yes, except that in Karratha they are sent to Port Hedland to have their children. Soon there 
will be no room left in the maternity wing of Albany Regional Hospital to have a child. That, member for 
Albany, is certainly what the mums there were telling me on Monday when they queued up to tell me how badly 
they were being treated by the government. Is the member for Albany in his seat? He will not be for long; he will 
be back on the postie’s bike! 

The opposition’s view is that candidates should be able to distribute how-to-vote cards on election day because it 
is good fun. Why should we deny ourselves that opportunity? There is a lot of sense to it, provided of course that 
applicable controls remain for candidates to be six metres from the entrance to a polling place and the like. The 
bill also contains some provisions relating to the appointment of political party agents. Once again, that is a 
component of the bill that we will support. 

Just to wrap up, there are elements of this bill which we will not be supporting and to which we will be moving 
amendments. They relate to prisoner voting rights, specifically to placing prisoners on the register as general 
early voters and to lowering the political donation disclosure threshold. Ultimately I suspect that the Minister for 
Electoral Affairs will not support our position. If that is the case, we will oppose this bill. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.A. McGinty (Minister for Electoral Affairs). 
 


